PRESENT CONTINUOUS 
forms



I


am


working


+
he, she, it

is


working



you, we, they 

are


working



I


am not


working


-
he, she, it

isn’t  / is not

working



you, we, they

aren’t / are not 
working



Am


I


working?


?
Is 


he, she, it

working?



Are


you, we, they

working?

Where 

are/is


you/he


working?
spelling changes 

- one-syllable verbs ending with one vowel and one consonant (except for w,x) – we double the final consonant (sit – sitting) (but sewing, boxing)

- one-syllable verbs ending with two vowels or two consonant – no change (play – playing, work – working)

- two-syllable verbs ending with one vowel and one consonant stressed on the second syllable – we double the final consonant (prefer – preferring) 
- two-syllable verbs ending with -l – we double the final l (label – labelling)  

- verbs ending with -c – ck (panic – panicking)

- verbs ending with -e – e disappears (make – making)

- verbs ending with -ie – ie changes into y (die – dying, lie – lying)  

usage

- we use the present continuous to speak about:

1. actions happening now (I am doing my homework right now.)

2. actions happening AROUND now (I am reading a very good book. – I have started and I haven’t finished yet. I don’t have to have my book open right now.)

3. temporary (dočasný) situations (I am staying with Susan until my flat is redecorated.) 

4. changing and developing situations (The prices of flats are increasing.)

5. annoying or amusing habits (with always, continually, constantly, forever) (You are always losing your keys. I hate it.) 

6. longer background situations in jokes and other informal stories (A man goes (main action – p. simple) to see his psychiatrist. He is carrying (detail, background information) a bag full of money…)

7. slower-moving commentaries (The Oxford boat is moving further and further ahead.) or continuous and changing events in commentaries (The two Italians are moving up in the outside lane.)
8. the future – arrangements (I am having dinner with my mum tomorrow.)
9. the future – time clauses (I will be very angry when I am waiting for you more than five minutes.)
time expressions

now, right now, for now, currently, at the moment, for the time being, at present, today, this week/month…, It’s/That’s the last time…
